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COMM-524: Producing Environmental and Wildlife Films

HOW TO BREAK INTO ENVIRONMENTAL AND WILDLIFE FILMMAKING
By Chris Palmer
1. Select a topic that you are passionate about. Make sure the topic has a hook that will grab an audience and hold their attention. Research every aspect of the topic so you truly understand the issues. Talk to experts.
2. Write a treatment that excites you because of its innovative blend of purpose, entertainment and education. Tap into people’s yearning to hear great stories (the language of learning) and to fall in love with compelling characters. Surprise your audience. Don’t be predictable. Offer them hope, inspiration, and solutions.

3. On location, work with a reliable, experienced, and professional crew.
4. Work as hard on marketing, outreach and distribution as on the film itself. Find out what networks and broadcasters are looking for and what is likely to sell in the future. Get to know your audience well—what kind of films do they like? What action do you want them to take as a result of watching your film? Your goal is to truly change the lives of your viewers.
5. Think multi-platform (PBS, YouTube, DVD, etc.) and how to deliver the same film multiple ways in different ways. Understand and use all the modern tools of information and communication. 
6. Make sure all rights are cleared for any third party materials like photos, archival footage and music.
7. Focus on raising money and continuously improve your skills in this area.

8. Become a persuasive speaker so you can pitch your films, campaigns and projects in the most exciting and dynamic way possible.
9. Network relentlessly so you are in a strong position to hear of new opportunities, hire the best people, and tap into the best financial resources. Attend festivals, screenings, conferences, and workshops. Join organizations like WIFV.
10. Constantly initiate actions and make things happen. Be entrepreneurial, seize opportunities, and work hard. Learn how to run a business. Persevere despite setbacks and rejections. Stay focused.
11. Mold yourself into a person with great integrity, decency, and ability so that people want to work with you.

For further information, visit www.wildeye.co.uk/gettingstarted.html and 
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