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TWELVE CHARACTERISTICS OF AN EFFECTIVE TREATMENT

By Chris Palmer

Here are twelve characteristics of an effective film treatment:

1. The purpose of the film is clear, focused, and can be described in a short phrase.  The body of the treatment is concise and consists of short paragraphs, structured dramatically with good flow.
2. The film has a hook – something of major interest that instantly engages the viewer.

3. The treatment begins with a dynamic log line that hypes the essence of the film.  Also a strong teaser or lead-in is imperative.

4. The film is clearly structured around a powerful story arc that pulls on the heart.

5. The scene descriptions clearly express what the film will contain visually, including outlines of specific shots integral to the story. 
6. The characters are compelling. Talking heads are used sparingly.

7. The story is attentive to the audience, ensuring they are involved both emotionally and intellectually.

8. The controversies are sharply focused, clear, and dramatic.

9. The film’s imagery is vivid and has visceral impact. 
10. The treatment’s approach feels fresh, innovative, and new, and it deals with important issues that matter to people.

11. The basic reporting is truthful and accurate.
12. The narration is short-winded, allowing the story to be told by the visuals.
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